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A Heartfelt Thank You

Janice Miller, Sara Shaffer,
Renée Ferguson, Mary Means,
thank you for serving on the board
with me in 2008. Each took on the
commitment of staying an extra
year in their posts when we were
without a horticultural agent.

| became president when Rene
Mahoney left in January. Theresa
Merritt jumped in as second vice
president when she graduated.
Theresa completely overhauled
the way hours are reported. Personally, | was hoping she’d find
it much more difficult, since that was my previous job.

Fortunately, Greg Church arrived to be our coordinator. Our
2009 Board members were: Beth Mortenson, Tony Dennis,
Janet Kirklen, Judy Ewoldsen, and Kathleen Brooks. Each took
on jobs and executed them beautifully; | was charmed both
years to have a dedicated team effort. President is actually the
easiest job on the board, albeit one spends many hours per-
forming the required duties.

During this time we were aided by many project leaders and
CCMGA members who said, “Yes” when asked to help. For me
the hardest part of being president was asking people to do
something. | truly appreciate everyone who said “yes” and then
followed through.

| hope you say “yes” this year. You don’t need to make a
long term commitment. You may simply accomplish some
small job that needs a final touch. You'll experience a great
sense of fulfillment in knowing you contributed. | couldn’t possi-
bly list everyone who helped me these last few years; you
know who you are.

Next year will feel strange for me. Six months after | gradu-
ated, | became second vice president. Since then, | have
served on the Executive Board seven out of eight years. (I may
be the reason we have term limitations.) Luckily, I'm easing out
of administration by attending all board meetings in a non-
voting capacity as immediate past president.

| look forward to having more time for other aspects of mas-
ter gardening including my own gardening. There are plans

(More on page 2)
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A Heartfelt Thank You

(Continued from page 1)

afloat to continue my quilting and dancing. Mostly, | hope | never gave up time with my hus-
band, children and grandchildren.

As president, a definite highlight was getting to talk and work with so many wonderful peo-
ple. These last two years have helped me grow personally. As all of you know from our meet-
ings, | relish speaking in front of any group for as long as | can. Other learned attributes are
less selfishness and more tolerance. | am honored to have served as president of such a won-
derful organization and can honestly say | enjoyed be president - more sometimes than others.

I trust you will all help our new president, Tony Dennis, as much as you have helped me,
and | hope that someone will sit by me at the meetings. ®

Diane Sharp
Collin County Master Gardeners Association
President 2008, 2009

You Are Formally Invited!

Drs. Douglas F. Welsh and William C. Welch invite
you to view the November-December issue of the
electronic periodical Horticulture Update which is
posted on the aggie-horticulture website (Extension
Horticulture). To access this issue:

http://agqgie-horticulture.tamu.edu/extension/newsletters/
hortupdate/tamuhort.html

The current issue contains articles on:

x All Plants Have a Place in Water Efficient Landscapes
- Dr. Douglas F. Welsh

X \Ij\;)ssum-haw Holly (/lex deciduosa) - Dr. William C. llex deciduosa
elch
X Christmas Cactus - Cynthia W. Mueller
x Is This a Weed? Differentiating Cottage Garden Seed-
lings From Surrounding Weeds - Dr. William C. Welch
x Upcoming Landscape Design Study Course IV: Feb.
22-23, 2010

X Garden Checklist for November-December, 2009 - Dr.
William C. Welch &
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The Garden with the Pearl Necklace

By Mary Nell Jackson

inter was still in
the air that February day

when | opened the front

door to retrieve a package

my postman had left on the

door step.
A bit of pure white was bobbing

in the
brisk
wind and
it had
caught
my eye.

How
could it
be so
loyal to
me when
I had ig-
nored its
needs all
Autumn
and Win-
ter? |
don't de-
serve its beauty, yet it rewards me
each spring. In fact, the pearl bush is
my first sign of spring even before
the daffodils. Its tight, white buds re-
sembling pearls appear on its barren
branches as if placed carefully by hu-
man hands. The still harsh winds just
before Spring'’s first day are unable
to dislodge its pearls; they cling to
its branches with an unseen clasp.

Several years ago a friend of
mine who was unable to garden
came upon an article in Southern
Living magazine about the lovely
pearl bush, ( Rosaceae Exochorda ),
and she suggested | try it in my gar-
den. The name intrigued me espe-
cially after | found photos of the
lovely pearl blossoms.

| was hesitant at first because |
had not heard about it growing in
this area. She insisted and to humor
her, as she loved my garden, and
had given me many packets of seeds
and plants that were good choices, |
began my research. | was ready to
give up when | read that this little
bush preferred an acid soil. Then af-
ter a few more pages of research |
read there is one of the four species
that will tolerate alkaline soil: E.ra-
cemosa, Common pearl bush. If |
prepared
my soil
properly |
might
have suc-
cess. This
little en-
chanting
bush was
really get-
ting my
attention.
The name
pearl bush
refers to
the fact that the partially open buds

(More on page 4)
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The Garden with the Pearl Necklace

(Continued from page 3)

resemble pearls. Since | already
grew the tree Eve’s necklace, why
not add more to my landscape of
jewels?

It was beginning to sound even
more attractive as | read that it re-
quired low maintenance. It would
not be an outstanding addition to
the garden as it was deciduous, and
the only thing about it was those
showy little pearl-like flowers that
slowly opened to full blown flowers
in early Spring. That sealed the deal
for me, anything blooming after the
bleak landscape of Winter would be
a welcome sight. Placement in the
garden was important because after
Spring the bush would look hedge-
like until its next burst of blooms a
full year later.

| was convinced that this was a
good addition to add to my garden. |
did ignore the information about the
bush tending to become chlorotic in
very shallow, alkaline soil and vowed
to be a good caregiver when plant-
ing and in the future. | could try my
Mother’s old tried and true remedy
to add about a tablespoon vinegar to
a gallon of water weekly or even her
quick remedy to pour pickle and
olive juice on the base of the plant
to make the soil more acid. Don’t
ask me how it always worked, but
her hydrangeas were the bluest in
the neighborhood.

My memory was jarred at the
mention of the pearl bush | had
seen several years ago and asked

the name of the small tree. It was a
pearl bush but it was planted near a
lake, and the soil was sandy so the
conditions were correct for the bush
to flourish and grow into a small un-
derstory tree.

| con-
tinue to
hold out
hope that
my garden
jewel will
become a
small tree,
but for now
| have a
pearl bush
and with
spring on
its way |
once again
await the day my garden is dressed
in pearls.

Come for a viewing this Spring
but don’t worry about wearing your
pearls— you could never outshine
this jewel! @

-Mary Nell Jackson
Sources:

North Haven Gardens
Shades of Green
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ROOQOTed In The Past Looks Forward

By Candace Fountoulakis

ur first year was so busy

and successful it hardly

seems possible that we're

starting to think about pro-
jects in the year 2010.

recommend it as a coffee table Christ-

mas gift for you or another plant lover.
Those involved in landscapes of historic
sites, which is the focus of Rooted In the
Past, will find ample material to emulate

in the resto-

Our new
interns have
been gradu-
ated and now
are anxiously
awaiting op-
portunities to
volunteer in
Collin County.
| have some
wonderful
ways to sug-
gest preparing
for volunteer-
ing next year
while watching
snow fly or ice
melt. Take a
minute to
check out this
website:
www.gravegarden.org . This site details
the incredible efforts of volunteers in
Lynchburg, Virginia as they transformed
the landscape of Lynchburg’s Old City
Cemetery into a lush, beautiful memorial
garden, full of antique roses, perennials,
a veritable arboretum of trees, shrubs
and blooming bulbs. All of these plants
have been inventoried and those lists
have been made available on CD. | pur-
chased the CD for myself but there re-
mains a serious craving for the book.

It's been recently published about their
“grave garden” entitled Once Upon A
Time... A Cemetery Story . | highly

ration of this
heritage
treasure.
Right
here in
Collin
| County we
1 also have a
treasure
housed in a
treasure
=¥ chest! | re-
| fer to the

| North Texas
History Cen-

tage Post
Office in
downtown
McKinney. The Rooted In the Past com-
mittee chose this site as the beneficiary
for 2009’s “Painting Texas With Wild-
flowers” donation.

After our November 19th pot luck/
plant exchange luncheon, the seed was
scattered (see above) and ‘walked in’ on
the west side of the Museum. The next
day, a nice rain watered the small area
for us. We look forward to spring flowers
in a beautiful setting representative of
North Texas’ colorful history. &

-Candace Fountoulakis
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Book Reviews and Updates

By Mary Means

TWO books re-
viewed here are
among ones do-
nated earlier in
the year. Like
most of the do-

1 nated books, they
| do not pertain to

: ardening in north
| central Texas. But
t| they have appeal-
ing pictures and
are interesting to
read.

Tough Plants: Unkillable Plants for
Every Garden by Sharon Amos, was copy-
righted in 2003. It was first published in Can-
ada and then in the United States. The first
third of the book contains general information
on growing plants. Advice is given on improv-

o
L PLANTS
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ing soil and on making compost. A section dis-

cusses choosing the right plants for a variety
of locations. Locations described include dry
shade, windy sites, wet places, and sunny
spots. An example that the author gives of
plants suitable for windy locations is heathers.
Another chapter discusses planting, watering,
pruning and mulching. The last two thirds of
the book is a plant directory with pretty pic-
tures, symbols and plant descriptions. A cou-
ple of the plants mentioned in the directory are
fuchsias and rhododendrons. As near as |
could tell, there is no rationale for the use of
different colors on the outlines of different
pages other than to match the color of the fea-
tured picture on a particular page. It's not a
directory that one would take to the garden
center when purchasing plants to landscape
one’s yard. Choosing plants that would actu-
ally grow in our region would be a tedious task
indeed.

Instead, enjoy the book for its pretty pic-
tures and general gardening tips. For ones

e

who have spent time up north, you’ll reminisce
while reading.

Covering Ground: Unexpected Ideas for
Landscaping with Colorful, Low-
Maintenance Ground Covers by Barbara W.
Ellis was published in 2007. The writer lives in
New England. The book discusses ground
covers and garden design. Well-designed
flower beds and hardscaping are used
throughout the book. The first part of the book
focuses on the selections of plants and sites in
creative combinations. Following the first
chapters, most of the book is a plant directory.
- T The directory is
4 divided into seg-

- | ments rather than
=l one long listing of
| plants. For exam-
" ple, one section
i| names sun loving
plants while an-
other lists ones
preferring shade.
8 There is a section
= on heaths and
% heathers, and a
section on azaleas
and rhododendrons. Yet another section lists
acid loving mosses. Interestingly, Japanese
berberry, wintercreeper, English ivy, and vinca
are listed as troublesome, invasive plants in
Covering Ground whereas they are included
in the list of plants to grow in Tough Plants.
However, the author does go on to say, in
Covering Ground, that sometimes it may be
best to leave the undesirable plants alone if
they are performing well as ground covers in a
difficult location.

The final segment of the book contains in-
formation on plant propagation.

The photos and designs in this book are
attractive. Although it is not a handbook for
plants of north central Texas, the design ideas
and photos result in pleasurable reading. &

-Mary Means
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Wildlife in the Garden - Friend or Foe?

By John Worley /Photos by John Worley

Furry critters, birds, and butterflies
hanging around the yard, playing in the
garden, and raising their young. Just the
thought brings a smile to our faces. We
can hardly wait for spring to watch them.
And then we remember the damage they
did to our favorites plants. Here’s a little
quiz to stretch your mind. | call it Friend
or Foe, and it simply consists of deciding
which side the animal in the photo falls on.
Let’s get started.

Bluebirds eat
bugs. Friend, right?
But when the entire
family comes to the
platform feeder daily
wanting mealworms,
they can seem like
such vicious taskmasters. Yet | still call
them Friend.

: An easy one. A

N plague of grasshop-
pers—definitely
" Foes. This was sev-
8 eral years ago when
= they were so bad
S that they chewed

: everything green.

Barn swallows —ready to fledge.
They eat lots of in-
sects, but they are
hard-headed. They
demand that their
nests be in the cor-
ner of my patio and
they can be messy. |
enjoy watching them from my window, but
it can be dangerous as they learn their

flight controls. Mom and Dad fly protective
strafing runs at me and the babies are li-
able to dart into me.

Snakes, yuck! Foe! Texas rat
snakes are not poisonous, but climb
straight up the brick wall and out the patio
to eat my baby barn swallows. I’'m putting
up tack strips hoping the nails abrade
them enough that they turn around.
Snakes are safe from me if they stay out
in the pasture eating field mice. But if they
come near the house, it’s curtains for
them. On a rather creepy note, I've found
that snakes get caught in the webbing of
bird netting. They can’t back out, so they
die there. | discovered this several years
ago in netting | put over my tomatoes in
an attempt to keep the mockingbirds out.
It was a bit gross to move the netting—
with the snake—out of the way to pick the
tomatoes the rest of the year. This year, |
put netting down under a yaupon so the
cardinals could raise their young. Two
snakes died, but the cardinals survived.

Ah, a butterfly on a blossom. Surely
a Friend. But if butterflies hang around,
here come the caterpillars. Are you willing

More on page 8
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to dedicate some greenery for them? This
one is on a corkscrew reed over the water-
fall in my pond. | grow parsley and other
things just for them, but I usually have to
move them over there manually. (Maybe
I'd learn something from the Speakers’ Bu-
reau presentation on Butterfly Gardening.)

Ah, a cute
white-tail deer e
fawn at my in-law’s [S5F
home near Tulsa.
This cute little
Bambi is surely a
Friend. But how
about an entire
herd? Don’t they bother the landscape?

Why is Mama Owl our Friend?
: We found that the smaller baby had
«_fallen out of the nest and we rescued it.

¥ (Actually, we called the Raptor Center for

.| help.) We watched them grow and fledge
from a distance. Mama
Owl let us know that as
long as watch from a dis-
tance, she won'’t sink her
claws or beak into our soft s
flesh. -

Bees are Friends.
There were hundreds on
b the Mexican Plum (right).

4| They don'’t frighten me as
< they gather pollen.

In this case, they are Friend. My
father-in-law feeds them every evening
and they safely spend the rest of the time
on the neighbor's—Garth Brooks'—huge
ranch. They never bother the landscape.

Hummingbirds are Friends, too. Except
for that one female. The garage door was
open, yet she kept missing the exit and
was trapped. Holding a branch and hoping
to have her light on it, | inched toward her.
Skittish, she would fly back to her original
perch. | worked for an hour in a hot garage
in August with one arm above my head
holding the branch. | had begun to think of
her as Foe. (After a cool drink and getting
blood back in my arm, | relented.)

A cute little bunny must be a
Friend, right? But
they eat my green
bean shoots and
purple coneflowers
as they emerge.
(Who knew bunnies
were such selective
eaters?) Perhaps
the bunny is a Foe
after all. However,
since the great horned owl became a
Friend, my coneflowers are back.

It's all a matter of context. What is a
Friend some of the time may be a Foe at

other times. ®
-John Worley
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Garden CheckKlist for January/February

By: Dr. William C. Welch, Professor & Landscape Horticulturist, Texas A&M University, College
Station, TX. The following information was compiled from the 2009 updates available at:
http://agqgie-horticulture.tamu.edu/extension/newsletters/hortupdate/

x Continue to water and fertilize cool-weather annuals such as Flowering Tobacco, Bells of Ireland
and Stocks to encourage the best blooms.

X Now is an excellent time to transplant mature or established trees and shrubs while they are dor-
mant.

x Make flower and vegetable garden plans now before the rush of spring planting. Time spent in
armchair gardening before the fireplace will pay off in improved plant selection. Besides, it is fun
paging through the garden catalogs.

X Sow seeds in flats or containers to get a jump on plant growth before hot weather arrives. Petu-
nias, begonias, and impatiens should be sown in early January. Warm temperature plants, such
as tomatoes, peppers, marigolds, and periwinkles, should be sown in late January or early Febru-
ary.

X Sow seeds in flats or containers to get a jump on plant growth before hot weather arrives. Petu-
nias, begonias, and impatiens should be sown in early January. Warm temperature plants, such
as tomatoes, peppers, marigolds, and periwinkles, should be sown in late January or early Febru-
ary.

X Apply a light application of fertilizer to established pansy plantings. Use one-half pound of ammo-
nium sulfate per 100 square feet of bed area. Repeat the application every 4 to 6 weeks, depend-
ing on rainfall. Dried blood meal is also an excellent source of fertilizer for pansies.

x Prepare beds and garden area for spring planting.

x Select and order gladiolus corms for February/March planting. Plant at two-week intervals to pro-
long flowering period.

x Check junipers and other narrow-leaf evergreens for bagworm pounches. The insect eggs over-
winter in the pouch, and start the cycle again by emerging in the spring to begin feeding on the
foliage. Hand removal and burning of the pouches are ways of reducing the potential damage next
spring.

x The life of the plant received as a Christmas gift can be prolonged with proper care. Keep the soil
moist, but provide drainage so that excess moisture can flow from the pot. Keep the plant out of
range of heating ducts and away from heating units. Keep in a cool room at night, preferably at 60
to 65 degrees F.

x Don't fertilize newly set out trees or shrubs until after they have started to grow, and then only very
lightly the first year.

X When buying plants, the biggest is not always the best, especially when dealing with bare-root
plants. The medium to small sizes (4 to 6 feet) are usually faster to become established and more
effective in the landscape than the large sizes.

X Hold off on pruning bush roses until February or early March. Use good shears that will make
clean cuts. Remove dead, dying, and weak canes. Leave 4 to 8 healthy canes, and remove ap-
proximately one-half of the top growth and height of the plant.

x Now is an excellent time to select and plant container-grown roses to fill in those bare spots in
your rose garden.

X When pruning shrubs, first prune out any dead or damaged branches; then thin out by removing
about one-third of the canes or stems at ground level, removing the oldest canes only; and last,
shape the rest of the plant, but do not cut everything back to the same height.

X Water foliage plants as well as other containerized plants when needed and not by the calendar.

x Climbing roses should be trained, not pruned. Weave canes through openings in trellises or ar-
bors and tie them with jute twine or plastic/wire plant ties. Securing canes now prevents damage
from winds, and contributes toward a more refined look to the garden when roses are blooming.
Wait until after the spring flowering period to prune climbing or once-blooming shrub roses. &

9
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8:00 AM

8:30 AM

8:35 AM

9:05 AM

9:35 AM

10:30 AM

10:50 AM

11:50 AM

1:00 PM

AgriLIFE EXTENSION

Texas A&M System

2010 East Texas Commercial Fruit and Vegetable Conference
February 16, 2010—Rose Garden Center
Tyler, Texas

Registration—$25 per person at the Door (3 CEUs- 1 Laws & Regulations and 2 General)
Welcome - Mrs. Shelia Lewis, District Extension Administrator
Drip Irrigation Management - Dr. Karl Steddom—Extension Plant Pathologist

Pond Management for Irrigation
Dr. Billy Higginbotham—Extension Wildlife & Fisheries Specialist
Marketing Success Stories — Dr. Marco Palma—Extension Horticultural Marketing Specialist

Break
Dealing With Feral Hogs; Problems and Solutions —Dr. Billy Higginbotham

Lunch
Afternoon Concurrent Sessions (these session adjourn independently around 3:00 PM)

Fruits/Nuts Go Texan Marketing Opportunities
Ms. Angie Butterfield—Texas Department of Agriculture
Low Input, Sustainable, and Organic Pecan Management Systems
Mr. Monte Nesbitt —Extension Horticulture Program Specialist
Reducing Inputs and Increasing Peach Orchard Profitability
Mr. Monte Nesbitt

Vegetables Go Texan Marketing for Vegetable Producers
Ms. Angie Butterfield
Tomato and Southern Pea Production
Dr. Joe Masabni—Extension Vegetable Specialist
New Insect Control Products
Dr. Scott Ludwig—Extension Program Specialist, IPM
Nematodes Updates
Dr. Karl Steddom

Grapes Go Texan Marketing for Grape Producers
Ms. Angie Butterfield
Starting a Vineyard
Ms. Fran Pontash—Extension Viticulture Associate
Pierece’s Disease Update
Dr. David Appel—Extension Plant Pathologist

Extension programs serve people of all ages regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, disability, or national origin.
The Texas A&M University System, U. S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners Courts of Texas cooperating.

10
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Thanks to ECHO Newsletter contributors

Candace Fountalakis The submission deadline for the March/Apr
: 2010 f theCHO Newsletter i
Mary Ann Hicken 010 issue of theCHO Newsletter is

February 10, 2010. Send submissions, com-
Mary Dell Jackson ments and suggestions to:

Mary Means
Katherine Ponder Editor, Mary Ann Hicken

Diane Sharp hgmahicken@verizon.net
Dr. William C. Welch

John Worley

AgriLIFE EXTENSION

Texas A&M Sy=tem

CCMGA

Texas AgriLife Extension
825 N. MacDonald Street
Suite 150

McKinney, TX 75069
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